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strengthen a character’s personality. The identity that Mazie {re-) discov- ;
ers is the result of a mulriplicity of identities that find fertile ground after -
all her different, and often heart-wrenching, life experiences. ;

Marie symbolizes Senegal and Africa as a whole, in her aspirations
and wishes, her errors and mistakes. The return of the young woman to -
her culture and her acceptance of her family, her re-integration into her -
commuuity represent a possible, desirable, and happy outcome of her
quest. It further symbolizes the end of exile for every colonized person.
However, it must be said that the return to the source does not always
have a happy ending, Samba Diallo, returns home in an ultimate quest to
de-alienate himself. He dies, ending his personal dilemma, but not having
found a solution to the collective dilemma of the alienation in former
colonjes. This outcome of the deep dilemma that exile and alienation
constitute is rarely acceptable, because it points to an unfruitful identity
negotiation; every individual identity beinga sum of: many influences and
horizons. Marie Ndiaga finds life and happiness with 2 most tespectable
and respected man: “J étais revenue chez moi, jétais revenne me ré-adapter,
Jétais revenue me désaliéner. Jétais revenne me purifier” (109) [L had come
back home, I had come back to readapt, I had come to de-alienate. I had
come back to purify myself]. In the same way that alienation is separa-
tion from one’s historicity, and exile the result of this separation, Marie
successfully negotiated the passage from ozber to self; by re-appropriating
her history back home. The young woman had recovered control and
regained communion with her environment.

SEDUCTION AND POWER:

THE BATTLE OF THE SEXES IN RIWAN
OU LE CHEMIN DE SABLE BY KEN BUGUL,
COMMENT CUISINER SON MARI A I’ AFRICAINE

BY CALIXTHE BEYALA, AND LE PAUVRE
CHRIST DE BoMBA BY MoONGO BeTr*

_IACQUELINE Courr

or Vauvenargues, “La coutume  Fait tout, méme en amour” [Customs
determine everything, even in love affairs]. Similarly, a focus on love
asan attraction based on sexual desire leads to the discovery of individual
subjectivity and the values of the society to which that individual belongs.
An analysis of seduction in Riwan on Le chemin de sable, Comment cui.
siney son mari & Lafricaine and Le Pagvre Christ de Bomba brings forth
what Pierre Harcmann calls “Fensemble des atsitudes culturellerment
déterminées” (13) [the set of culrurally determined attitudes]. Seduction
fonctions as a mechanism representing a microphysics of power that can
operate in multiple ways (Foucault 34). This study, however, reveals a dif.
ferent reality in love “African-style” or sexual exchange “4 Jafiicaine
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Seduction and Pover

Examining seduction in these novels uncovers the power struggle
between the seducer and his “victim,” the seduced one or object of seduc-
tion, and the ensuing reversal of this power. In this light, the object of
desire is considered here as both a gendered body and a “modern soul™
that inhabits and imprisons that body (Foucault 38). However, these
African novels also llustrate the difficulty of appiying Western concepts
of identity formation to other cultures, and the focus on seduction brings
out the ambivalent and contradictory relationship between modernity
and sexuality in Riwan ou Le chemin de sable, Comment cuisiner son mari
& lafricaine and Le Panvre Christ de Bomba. A ruprure between the two
sexes that colonization either created or amplified, and a need for domi-
nation over the other sex, become evident in the tension between modern
and traditional sexual identity (Smith 100).

The three novels under study here demonstrate the polysemic nature
of seduction. The notion of polysemy reveals an important shift in signifi-
cation. As explains Catherine Cummings: “Adding to the reader’s confu-
sion is the fact that seduction shifts ontological registers. Here depending
upon the tale and the telier, “to seduce” may denote to allure, captivate or
fascinate but also to molest or to rape” (1). However, this analysis of the
seductive force emphasizes the distinction between a “natural” or passive
seduction and a more active one. The latter type of seduction interests us
here. This seductive force allows for reciprocity between the seducer and
the seduced, as well as a system of strategies on the part of the seducer,
and these strategies reflect the culture. One should bear in mind thar th
culture in questior, even if influenced at times by the West and by colo
nization, is African, specifically Senegalese and Cameroonian. As Elish
Renne remarks, interpretations of the relationship between sexuality,
knowledge, and power in sub-Saharan Africa differ from those presente
by Foucault in Fistory of Sexuality (Renne xi). _

The seduction carried out by the narrator of Riwan ou Le chemi
de sable exemplifies this idea. A mature woman who has retiuned to he
country after living in Europe, the narrator seems to be less overtly sexu
than the other women of the “zrriére-cour” (the backyard of the women’
quarters), who adorn themselves, walk and move provocatively in wha
are sometimes desperate efforts to attract their husband, the Serigne—th
religious leader of the community.? The narrator implicitly depicts herself.
as more civilized and distingnished. Her attempts to seduce are notable:

; beczfusc she chooses the Serigne as her love object. Seduction, according
to Pierre Hartmann, implies the notion of choice: ‘

Pour qu'il y air séducrion au sens plein du terme, i faur
quiexiste d'abord une relative liberté du choix amoureus et
que la séduction puisse elle-méme se différencier des formes
primaires de I prédation et de Ia fascination (19).

[For there to be seduction in the fallest sense of the word,
there must first be a relative freedom of choice, and the seduc-

tion must differ from its primal forms, those of predation and
fascination).

In contrast to the women of the “aridre-conr?
herself as 2 woman with experience and freedom:
personne depuis des années et personne exergait sur moi aucune réelle

utorizé” (156) [T had been an adult for vears already and no one exerted:
y sort of real authority over me]. Consciously or nor, the narrator, like
e others, chooses to seduce the Serigne. When she goes to his home to
meet him, she sets herself apart fram the others by reading 2 book and so
e notices her. She becomes the object of the S erigne’s desire by using all
of her skills, her mind, her speech, and her body language, to captivare

ign of submission, and then shares

the narrator presents
S trais déjd une grande

in order to please him.

An important aspect of the narrators situztion is the necessity of
attracting the other’s artention, in order to bring him or her into the game.
Without the other’s consent, in this case the Serigne’s, seduction fails,
The notion of reciprocity appears crucial in the love game in question.

The narrator comes across asa witty seductress. She is a “bonche brigue’

one who charms with her inteflect and rhetoric.4 The Western education

that sets her apart from the other women becomes an asses thar fascinares

the Serigne. Seduction cannos take place without both parties’ implicic

agreement to recognize each other’s existence.

Wealso come across this notion of reciprocityin the other two novels.

In Le Panvre Christ de Bomba, the idea of exchange manifests itself in

the relarionship between Denis and Catherine. The one who watches is
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